States and discusses thc Augustaa'l Syiiod, both in its rclalion to Swedish Amcrica and to Swcdcn Of special iinpoitancc hcre is Blanck's demonstration ol how the Augustana Synod arte1 Lhe t~irn ol Llie cciitury was becoming dominated by the second generation m d was ielalively unsuccessf~il in attacting new immigi ants Chapteis Three and Four 'tre studies oT two Sy iiod instilutions, Angustam College and tlie Augustana Boolc Conccrii (ABC) The dctailecl research tliat underlies thcsc discussions is impiessivc No less imprcssive is Blanck's malysis of clumtiiative as well as qiialiiative sources, inakmg possible a convincing aigument hot11 OP the college's development from a ti ansplaiited Swedish iiislrtution to an Amcrican ethnic college and of ABC's impact as a cultuial inst~tution Wliile these weic ecclesiastical inst~tutions and were cieated w~t h thc iiitention oC servmg thc church, the special stat~is o£ thc Auguslana synod withiii tlie ethnic group as wc11 ' 1s the vision of sorne of ~t s lcadcrs inadc it iiat~iial lor these inslitutions to Lalie oii a cultural respoiisibility that tianscended thc religious function of the church Amoiig Blanck's convincing concl~isions are that by the early y e m of the twciitieth century the collegc had becomc and was peiceived as 'central in creating and piopagatmg a spccilically Swedish-American identity' (121) and that the ABC 'was one of the most iinpoitant building bloclts in the crcation OP' this identity (18 l) For somc rcason Blanck lias not given titles to his chaptcrs so a brief look at his list of coiitents does not give reaclers a clear impression of the structure of his book His fifth cliapter might havc been called 'The Cieation and Usc of a Swediah-Ameiican Memoiy ' Important element? in Lhe memory cieated by leaders in lhe Synod such as Johan Enandei wcrc thc cxly presencc of Swedes in Amcrica and the contnbutions of Swcdisli-Arnericm culture heroes In crcating a Iiistory that deinonstratcd thcir spccial place m Americm history, Swedish Arneiicms were involvcd in a strategy used in virlually all Ameiican immigrant gioups The characters and incidents in these filiopietistic ethnic liistories are dillerent for each group but tlie basic plot is veiy much thc same our early presence and our special contributions give us a special right to a homc in Ainerica That Johan Enandcr coulcl make good uqe of Rasm~is B Anderson's wntings on the incdicval period, tuining his Norwegim story iiito a Scandinaviaii and Swedish one, hrthcr dcmonstratcs the basic similarities of these mythic plots Blanck shows how the biief hisloiy of New Sweden (1638-1655) -wliich in coiiesponding Finnish-Ameiican acco~ints is largely populated by Fiinisbccame part of thc story Swedish Amencans told of thcniselves 111 thi7 story John Morion becomcs a Swed~sh Ameiicm and Swedish Arnericdns aic illus given a decisive iolc in thc makiiig oT the United States lie casls the dcciding votc in kavor of adopting ilie Declaiation of Iiidependence in 1776
Space does not allow a more detailed presentation of Dag Blaiicli's analysis of the creatioii of a Swedish Amei ican memory In conclusioii ~t sliould be noted that lie lias not only given a convincing acco~int of 'Tlie Constiuction oi an bthnic Ideiili~y in the Augusldna Synod' but that he has done it rn s~icli a way thal his worli is an importmt contiibutioii to oui understanding of Amer~can cthnic history
